pointing to the change of policy that was coming over the
Nazi movement. Yet they made no definite break. Their
conduct led to much heartburning among the bigger
industrialists, to whose interests party-splitting would come
most inopportune. Communism was being fanned to such a
degree that riots were legion and in Berlin, for instance, the
Communist vote had risen to about a million out of a total
electorate of 2,709,257, making the German capital, next to
Moscow, the biggest Communist stronghold in the world.
The Bruning Cabinet had naturally been aware of the
conference of Hitler and Goring with Hindenburg in the
autumn of the previous year, and it had made several
attempts to reconcile the Nazis to a policy of collaboration.
Bruning had personally asked Goring to allow of the
^introduction of the Burgfrieden1 which would prevent
broken heads and further attacks on the Governments in
the anti-Government Press and in the constituencies,
Bruning himself admitted that- the move would have
relieved his own desperate situation. Then General Groener
suggested that Adolf Hitler should join the Government
with the portfolio of Foreign Affairs. To both these sugges-
tions Goring turned a deaf ear, to the latter pointing out
that National Socialism, with its huge membership behind
it (at that time) of twelve million, could not join in a coali-
tion Cabinet, having only one vote. National Socialism
could not keep its promise to the people unless it had
complete control of the Government of the Reich.
In his New Year address to the Nation, President von
Hindenburg, while appearing to support his Chancellor3
at the same time showed that he had imbibed some of the
doctrines of Hitler after that autumn interview. "The
terrible sacrifices that we are making," he declared, "justify
us in appealing before the whole world against obstacles
being placed in the way of our National recovery by the
imposition of intolerable burdens. In the question of dis-
armament, too, Germany must not be debarred from her
1This was a mutually agreed upon interlude between the Parties. They all
undertook not to hold meetings or demonstrations, and its favoured period was from
a few days before Christmas Eve until after the New Year. At the time of this
request GSring was President of the Reichstag, as well as Hitler's personal repre-
sentative in the House.